Appendix 3 — Consultation Responses

Number  [Feedback Type Document Section  |Ci Itee Resp RoPS Reply
STW would like to bring to RMBC attention that currently the Forward Planning capability hasbeen  |Agreed. The first paragraph in section 2.6.1 has been amended as follows: "Forward planning information on long-term
2.6.1 (Forward delayed indefinitely in the Street Work Manager Projects proposed specification at introduction. programmes from all activity promoters will help the Permit Authority to co-ordinate activities, however, Street Work
1 Comment Planning RMBC may wish to highlight this pointin this section i.e. Street Work Manager capabilities may Manager capabilities may restrict this expectation”.
Information) restrict this expectation
The document states “Promoters carrying out immediate activities on streets designated as requiring |Agreed. Rotherham Council believes that this method of communication is best practice and should be adhered to where
early notification are required to contact the Permit Authority, by telephone immediately”. This is not|practicable by the works promoter to aid with coordination and allow the permit authority as much time as possible to
57 &75 a National Condition and has such cannot be enforced. But if as RMBC state it isa requirement then |coordinate these works with other works promoters, public transport and other road users. Therefore, paragraphs within
(Conditions & it would become a condition by default which has stated would not be able to be enforced. The section 5.7 and 7.5 have been amended as follows; for 5.7: "The Permit Authority therefore requests that activity
) Statutory statutory requirement is to serve a Permit within 2 hours of work starting as per the ETON promoters contact them by telephone prior to carrying out any activity in any streets so designated. Promoters should
2 Question Requirements for Specification & Court Case on this subject. Based on these points STW would respectfully requests the |check for the appropriate designation and obtain the relevant telephone number from the Permit Authority’s website";
Immediate telephone call references in the document be removed to stop any future interpretation issues. for 7.5: "It is requested that promoters carrying out immediate activities on streets designated as requiring early
Activities) notification contact the Permit Authority, by telephone, immediately, notwithstanding the duty to submit a permit
application within two hours".
Para 3.3 of the DfT Advice Note for local highway authorities developing new or varying existing Itisimportant that the full benefits of Permitting works, in terms of co-ordination of activities, controlling traffic
permit schemes states “unless there is a very strong benefit case otherwise; it is strongly managements activities and reducing occupancy of the highway can be delivered across the network. Many Category 3
recommended that permit fees are only applied to the more strategically significant roads: Category |and 4 Non-TS streets connect to or are close to the primary road network. Works on these streets can have an impact on
1, 2 roads and Traffic Sensitive Street roads. This will mean that although permits would still be the adjacent primary road network. The decision to apply permit fees to the authorities entire adopted highway network
3 Comment General required for works on non-strategic routes, it should be very unlikely that these works would attract a [was taken following careful consideration and planning in line with a robust cost benefit analysis. To ensure that the
permit fee. Thase permit applications would receive only ‘notice’ equivalent treatment by the extension of the scheme did not become purely a paper based exercise, while at the same time staying true to the
authority.” schemes objectives and benefits, the only option available to Rotherham Council was to charge reasonable fees on type 3
& 4 Roads.
By setting the fees to the proposed levels Openreach would have to seriously consider future projects [Permit fees have been calculated using the Department for Transport Fees Matrix spreadsheet. Fees are set to recover
for G-Fast and Superfast Broadband rollout in Rotherham to be not commerdially viable. An only the cost of undertaking the additional tasks associated with processing permit applications submitted by utilities.
alternative is for consumer prices to be increased to cover the increase in permit fees. Openreach
therefore do not support Rotherham’s proposal to charge for all permits. Openreach believe whilst
permits may still be applied for and agreed on category 3, 4 and non TS routes; the equivalent of
4 Comment General noticing treatment should be given to these permits. As a balanced view Openreach would support
an increase in fees on strategically significant streets i.e. cat 0-2 and traffic sensitive streets if this will
help the authority cover the costs of running a permit scheme. Openreach, however, do not support
the introduction of fees on the lower category of streets
Openreach would also like further clarification/discussion around the volume of highway works
compared to utility works and what the impact of charging for permit variations would have onthe  |in the first year of the Scheme, it is expected that the Council will be submitting permit applications for approximately
overall profitability of the scheme. 462 notifiable works compared with approximately 5,348 applications for notifiable utility company works, of which 289
and 4,224, respectively, would be on Category 3 and 4 Non-Traffic Sensitive streets.
The forecast is based on permit and noticing records recorded last year, during the period November 2017 to November
5 Question General 2018. Fouryears of data records were reviewed and identified relatively consistent number of works recorded in each
year.
An allowance for permit variations has been included in the Fees Matrix - an additional 10%-15% of permit applications
plus an allowance of 10% to 15% for phased waorking. The additional time (cost) to process variation applications and the
fee charged isincluded in the overall estimated fee income of around £380,000.




