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“FASD results when prenatal alcohol exposure 
affects the developing brain and body. FASD is a 

spectrum. Each person with FASD is affected 
differently.  While more than 400 conditions can co-

occur, FASD is at its core a lifelong 
neurodevelopmental condition.  All people with 

FASD have many strengths.”

(Source: FASD: Preferred UK Language Guide, Seashell Trust/National FASD, 2020)

What is FASD?



FASD HUB 
SCOTLAND

Key Facts



Pervasive and long-standing brain dysfunction defined by severe impairment… in 
three or more of the following neurodevelopmental areas of assessment



Key Project Deliverables
• FASD Pathway development and implementation
• Educational Psychologists contribute towards support for adopted children with 

FASD in school
• Work with the Integrated Care Board (ICB) to develop understanding of effects of 

FASD and develop initial support services
• Reduction of temporary/permanent exclusions for adopted children with FASD
• Development of SEND support plans for adopted children with FASD
• Work with virtual schools to design a single integrated offer across South Yorkshire
• Educational Psychologist to link with universities, national and international 

research to develop approaches for supporting children with FASD
• Educational Psychologists will work directly with adopted children with FASD



Work to date
• Formation of Steering Group
– Oversight and guidance of project

• Prevention & Awareness working group
– Led by Maternity Services and Midwives

• Intervention & Support
– OASY’s including service users with lived experience

• Assessment & Diagnostic
– Not started as no clinical lead identified
– Working group key attendees

• Set up of Educational Psychology Service



Educational Psychology Team

Number of school staff across South 
Yorkshire =  192 of which 54 were 
Rotherham based

Number of EPs and Virtual School staff 
= 59 of which 16 were Rotherham 
based

Number of social workers = 40 of 
which 9 were Rotherham based

Number of parents = 13

Number of referrals to date and active 
involvement = 32

The last 12 months



Key challenges
• Recruitment to all positions (all positions filled Oct 2023)
• Identifying number of children with FASD in South Yorkshire
• Bench marking to demonstrate impact
• Identifying clinical staff as part of Assessment & Diagnosis working 

group
• Measuring the impact of the project across the two years due to FASD 

being currently under identified
• Ensuring development of FASD pathway is scalable beyond the One 

Adoption Service

EP Team
• Training numbers declining
• Referrals – rationale and rate
• Questions around diagnosis



Achievements
• Clinical supervisions opened to all four authorities
• Engagement with local MP who is tabling a motion around FASD and requesting a 

hosted FASD meeting with speaker of the house
• FASD WhatsApp group increased membership
• Three of the four authorities have FASD working groups
• FASD key aspect of Public Health across authorities
• Requirement for midwives to ask about alcohol use at all appointments
• Yorkshire Community of Practice set up

EP Team
 Referrals:

 Increased access to EPS for children and young people. Different levels of SEN
 Across the age range, across South Yorkshire
 Involvement over time

 Use of baselines/screening tools to inform assessment
 Multi-agency working 
 Training delivery 
 Attending events to raise profile of the work that we are doing





Any questions?


