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Consultation Statement accompanying adoption of Bassingthorpe 
Farm Supplementary Planning Document (September 2025) 
 
Introduction 

 

1. This Statement accompanies the Bassingthorpe Farm Supplementary Planning Document.  

 

2. A Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) must be prepared in line with the requirements 

of The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 (as 

amended) (hereafter referred to as ‘the Regulations’). 

 

3. Before adopting any SPD, local authorities are required1 to prepare a ‘Consultation 

Statement’ setting out who was consulted in connection with the preparation of the SPD, 

the main issues raised in response to the consultation, and how those issues were 

addressed in finalising the SPD.  

 

4. Once adopted, SPDs are a material consideration which can be taken into account when 

determining planning applications. 

 

Background 

 

5. Rotherham’s Local Plan consists of: 

• Rotherham Core Strategy 2013 – 2028 (adopted September 2014) 

• Rotherham Sites and Policies Development Plan Document (adopted June 2018) 

• Barnsley, Doncaster and Rotherham Joint Waste Plan Core Strategy (adopted 

March 2012) 

• Dinnington St John’s Neighbourhood Plan (adopted May 2021) 

• Wickersley Neighbourhood Plan (adopted May 2022) 

• Maltby Neighbourhood Plan (adopted February 2024) 

 

6. The Rotherham Local Plan provides the framework for determining planning applications.  

SPDs provide additional detail and guidance on how policies in the Local Plan will be 

applied when determining planning applications.  

 

7. Following adoption of the Local Plan, the Council has prepared and adopted a suite of SPDs 

to provide further assistance and clarification to applicants when preparing planning 

applications.   

 

Consultation 

 

                                            
1 Regulation 12 The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 



 

 

8. Preparation of this SPD has been undertaken in consultation with relevant services within 

the Council.  

 

9. In October 2024 the Council adopted a revised Statement of Community Involvement, 

which sets out how and when people can influence new planning documents. Consultation 

on this draft SPD has been undertaken in accordance with the guidance in this document. 

 

10. The Council’s Cabinet approved public consultation on the draft Bassingthorpe Farm 

Supplementary Planning Document at its meeting on 20 January 2025. 

 

11. Regulation 12(b) states that when seeking representations on draft SPDs, then all 

documents must be made available in accordance with Regulation 35. This requires the 

Council to make documents available at its principal office and other places within the area 

that the Council considers appropriate, and to publish the document on the Council’s 

website. The table below sets out the details regarding the consultation exercise. 

 

Table 1: Consultation Plan 

When were the SPDs 

consulted on? 

Regulation 12(b) of the Regulations requires 

consultation over a minimum of four weeks. 

Consultation took place over a six week period, from 10 

February to 24 March 2025. 

What documents were 

published? 

The following documents were made available as part 

of the consultation: 

• Bassingthorpe Farm SPD  

• The consultation statement 

• Representation forms 

Where were 

documents 

published? 

Website 

The draft SPD was available to view on the Council’s 

consultation website: 

https://rotherham-consult.objective.co.uk/kse 

 

Links were also provided from the main Planning Policy 

webpage: 

https://www.rotherham.gov.uk/localplan  

https://www.rotherham.gov.uk/consultations  

Printed 

copies 

Printed copies of the draft SPD were available to view 

at the Riverside House library, Rawmarsh library, and 

Greasbrough library within opening hours. If a hard 

copy was required, this could be provided at a 

reasonable cost by contacting the Planning Policy 

Team.  

How was the 

consultation 

publicised? 

Notifications 

The Council’s Planning Policy team maintain a 

database of those persons and organisations interested 

in the preparation of the Local Plan and other planning 

https://rotherham-consult.objective.co.uk/kse
https://www.rotherham.gov.uk/localplan
https://www.rotherham.gov.uk/consultations


 

 

documents (general and specific consultees). 

Consultees were notified of the consultation by email. 

Press 

notice 

Notices publicising the consultation were placed in a 

local newspaper (see appendices) and on the Council’s 

website. 

• Rotherham Advertiser (06 February 2025) 

• Council press release leading to articles in the 

Rotherham Advertiser on the 23 January 2025 

and 13 February 2025. 

• Advert in the Rotherham Advertiser on the 6 

February 2025, 20 February 2025, 27 February 

2025, 6 March 2025,  

Social 

Media 

Seven social media posts were made between 6 

February and 19 March 2025. These advised of the 

consultation and consultation events. They had a reach 

of 780 people.  

Events 

Five in-person consultation events were held at 

community venues, on different days of the week and at 

a range of times during the day to provide opportunities 

to attend to residents of the local community: 

• Greasbrough Library and Neighbourhood Hub 

(13 February) 

• Oates Close Neighbourhood Centre (26 

February) 

• St Mary’s View Neighbourhood Centre (4 March) 

• Rawmarsh Library and Neighbourhood Hub (10 

March) 

• St Mary’s Church, Greasbrough (11 March) 

The exhibition boards displayed at the events have 

been reproduced in Appendix 6.  

Flyer 

A flyer (see Appendix 4) was distributed to a range of 

venues close to where the consultation events were 

being held including libraries, shops and community 

venues. 

How could 

people 

comment? 

Website, 

email and 

post 

Comments could be provided through the Council’s 

consultation website, by email or by post. Details of 

how to comment were set out in the press notice, on 

the website, in the consultation statement, and in 

consultee notifications. Comment forms could also be 

left with officers at the consultation events.  

 

12. The Council published a consultation statement (see Appendix 1) alongside the draft SPD, 

in line with the requirements of Regulation 12(a) of the Regulations. This statement has 



 

 

been updated post-consultation, setting out who was consulted in connection with the 

preparation of the SPD, the main issues raised in response to the consultation, and how 

those issues were addressed in finalising the SPD. 

 

Consultation responses 

 

13. The following sections summarise the main issues raised in representations received on 

the draft SPD and how they have been addressed in preparing the final SPD.  

 

14. In total 59 number of representations were received. 41 people completed the response 

form and the results are as follows: 

 

Question % of respondents 

answering 

Number of 

additional 

comments Yes No Observations 

Do you consider the vision for the area is 

clear and ambitious 

27% 73% n/a 31 

Do you consider the draft SPD is 

comprehensive and covers the most 

important issues?  

10% 90% n/a 37 

Does the framework masterplan provide 

enough green and blue space for existing 

and new residents to utilise? 

26% 74% n/a 29 

In terms of design are there any 

considerations which should be included 

or referenced in the SPD to reflect the 

existing character of the area 

n/a n/a 35 35 

Does the framework masterplan provide 

sufficient guidance to integrate new 

development with existing? 

21% 79% n/a 27 

Thinking about the movement in and 

through the site, does the framework 

masterplan identify the most important 

connections and routes to the 

surrounding areas? 

13% 55% 32% 32 

Does the framework masterplan 

safeguard and enhance the existing 

natural and historic features of the site? 

5% 71% 24% 35 

 

 

15. The following table summarises the comments made and the Councils response, including 

what changes have been made to the SPD as a result.  

 



 

 

Thematic comments Response 

Comments around the principle of 

development, loss of rural and agricultural 

land, and confusion about the purpose and 

level of detail in the SPD. 

The principle of development has been 
established through the Local Plan 
process. The allocation is essential for 
delivering much-needed new homes to 
meet the Borough’s housing needs. 
 
The SPD now clearly reinforces that its 
purpose is to provide a framework for 
guiding future planning applications and 
that many detailed matters, such as 
design, layout, materials, drainage, and 
exact densities, will be addressed at later 
stages through Design Codes and 
individual planning applications. 
 
The SPD has been reviewed and 
language has been simplified to improve 
clarity where possible.  
 
A new glossary of terms has been 
included to explain technical terms.  
 
The SPD also includes a clearer 
explanation on how the community can get 
involved in future stages, what they are, 
and the level of detail they can expect to 
see.  A diagram has now been included for 
improved understanding.  

Fear of losing green spaces, views, and 

informal walking routes 

The green infrastructure framework section 

has been updated with reference to further 

tools and guidance from Natural England, 

and the aim of integration of accessible 

greenspace, biodiversity corridors, 

sustainable drainage systems, and urban 

greening has been reinforced to add 

confidence. 

Concerns around Greasbrough traffic, and 

junction pressure at Car Hill, Scrooby Lane, 

Potter Hill etc. Frustration with current 

congestion that feels likely to worsen. 

In response to specific concerns, the SPD’s 

wording has been strengthened to 

recognise the local concerns around traffic. 

It also provides a clearer explanation of the 

requirement for a comprehensive Transport 

Assessment in later planning stages. The 

Connected and Integrated placemaking 

principles has been strengthened by 

providing clearer commitments around 

prioritising active travel, improving public 



 

 

transport, and avoiding over reliance on 

cars. The SPD also further reinforces the 

aim to calm and reduce through traffic and 

commitment to improvements of existing 

highways. 

Confusion around what the different 

densities/characters are 

Precedent images have been added to 

each character area section to make the 

spatial framework and character areas 

easier to understand. 

Concerns that heritage is being overlooked 

and lack of detail on Bassingthorpe Farm 

buildings 

The SPD has been updated to more 

strongly recognise heritage assets and their 

role in shaping character. The document 

now anticipates the use of historic 

references and locally significant names 

when considering place names across the 

development. 

The intention to retain and reuse the 

Bassingthorpe Farm buildings, and how 

they could be used for community uses, 

such as part of a local centre, heritage 

asset or cultural space, has been added 

and clarified. 

Concerns about climate change, 

biodiversity, and protected species 

The SPD now better reflects up-to-date 

expectations on climate resilience, net zero 

development, and biodiversity net gain. It 

references national standards (e.g. Future 

Homes) and how the development will 

contribute to the Council’s borough wide 

ambitions. The SPD also provides greater 

clarity around protection of protected 

species, including a reference to 

environmental impact assessment and 

other measures to add confidence. 

Lack of understanding about who owns the 

land, and lack of confidence in delivery 

partners   

While land ownership is not directly within 

the SPD’s remit, explanatory content has 

been added to provide greater clarity on the 

role of landowners, reinforcing the 

Council’s leadership role and 

acknowledging the collaborative nature of 

delivery. 

Scepticism around infrastructure being 

delivered before or alongside homes and 

To increase confidence, the SPD provides 

clearer explanation of the mechanisms 

through which infrastructure contributions 



 

 

belief that the developers won’t deliver 

their share of infrastructure 

will be required. It highlights planning 

obligations such as Section 106, and CIL in 

plain English, including what the Council’s 

role is. 

 
16. The Council has prepared a separate document that collates all of the representations 

received, the Council’s response to these, and the proposed changes to the SPD as a 

result. 

 

17. In addition to changes as a result of representations received, the Council also revised the 

SPD in light of further comments from colleagues in Transportation, Public Health and 

Climate Change.  

 
18. In addition to changes as a result of representations received, the Council has updated 

typographical errors.   

 
Adoption Statement 

 

19. In accordance with Regulation 14 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) 

(England) Regulations 2012 (as amended), notice is hereby given that the Bassingthorpe 

Farm Supplementary Planning Document was formally adopted on XXXX by the Council. 

 

20. The adopted SPD, along with the consultation statement and this adoption statement, can 

be viewed on the Council’s website: www.rotherham.gov.uk/localplan. The documents are 

also available to view at the Council’s principal offices: Riverside House, Main Street, 

Rotherham, S60 1AE. 

 

21. Any person with sufficient interest in the decision to adopt the Supplementary Planning 

Documents listed above may apply to the High Court for permission to apply for judicial 

review of the Council’s decision to adopt it. Any such application must be made promptly 

and, in any event, not later than 3 months after the date on which this Supplementary 

Planning Document was adopted (XXXX)

http://www.rotherham.gov.uk/localplan


 

 

Appendix 1 Consultation version SPD Consultation Statement (February 2025) 

 

Bassingthorpe Farm Supplementary Planning Document  
  
Consultation Statement   
  
February 2025   
  
Introduction   
  

1. This Statement accompanies public consultation on the draft Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPD) and provides detail of the consultation arrangements.   

  
2. SPDs must be prepared in line with the requirements of The Town and Country Planning 

(Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 (as amended).   
  

3. Before adopting any SPD, local authorities are required1 to prepare a Consultation 
Statement setting out who was consulted in connection with the preparation of the SPD, the 
main issues raised in response to the consultation, and how those issues were addressed in 
finalising the SPD. This is the first stage of the consultation process.   

  
4. Following consultation, this Statement will be revised and published alongside the final 

adopted SPD.   
  
Background   
  

5. Rotherham’s Local Plan consists of:   
• Rotherham Core Strategy 2013 – 2028 (adopted September 2014)   
• Rotherham Sites and Policies Document (adopted June 2018)   
• Barnsley, Doncaster and Rotherham Joint Waste Plan Core Strategy (adopted March 

2012)   
• Dinnington St John’s Neighbourhood Plan (adopted May 2021)   
• Wickersley Neighbourhood Plan (adopted May 2022)   
• Maltby Neighbourhood Plan (adopted February 2024)   

  
6. Rotherham’s Local Plan provides the framework for determining planning applications. 

SPDs provide additional detail and guidance on how policies in the Local Plan will be 
applied when determining planning applications. Once adopted, they are a material 
consideration which can be taken into account when determining planning applications.   

  
7. Preparation of the draft SPD has been undertaken by relevant services within the Council 

and external consultants.   
  

8. The Council’s Cabinet approved public consultation on the draft SPD at its meeting on 20 
January 2025.   

  
Consultation arrangements   
  



 

 

9. The Council’s Statement of Community Involvement sets out how and when people can 
influence new planning documents. The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) 
(England) Regulations 2012 also set out requirements for the preparation of and 
consultation on SPDs, including how documents should be made available. Consultation on 
the draft SPD will be undertaken in accordance with these documents. The table below sets 
out more detail regarding the consultation plan.   

  

Table 1: Consultation Plan  

Where can I see the draft SPD?  

Website  The draft SPD is available to view via the Council’s website:   
https://www.rotherham.gov.uk/consultations   

Printed copies  Reference copies of the draft SPD are available to view during 
normal opening times at:   
  
• Riverside Library, Main Street, Rotherham S60 1AE   
  
• Rawmarsh Library, Barbers Avenue, Rawmarsh, Rotherham S62 
6AE   
  
• Greasbrough Library, Coach Road, Greasbrough, Rotherham, S61 
4PU   
  
If a hard copy is required, this can be provided at a reasonable cost 
by contacting us on the details below.   

Drop-in events  You can also attend one of our drop-in consultation events:   
  
• Thursday 13 February, 3.30pm to 6.30pm   
Greasbrough Library and Neighbourhood Hub, S61 4PU   
  
• Wednesday 26 February, 12 noon to 3pm   
Oates Close Neighbourhood Centre, S61 1TP   
  
• Tuesday 4 March, 9.15am to 12.15pm   
St Mary’s View Neighbourhood Centre, S61 4NH   
 
• Monday 10 March, 9.30am to 1pm   
Rawmarsh Library and Neighbourhood Hub, S62 6AE   
 
• Tuesday 11 March, 4.30pm to 8pm   
St Mary’s Church, Greasbrough, S61 4DX   

How will I know about the draft SPD?  

Notifications  The Council’s Planning Policy team maintain a database of those 
interested in preparation of the Local Plan and other planning 
documents (general and specific consultees). They will be notified of 
the consultation by email.   

Press notice  Notices publicising the consultation will be placed in local 
newspapers prior to the consultation starting.   

Publicity  Leaflets will also be distributed to local households and posters 
displayed in local venues. The Council will also use its social media 

https://www.rotherham.gov.uk/consultations


 

 

channels and network of neighbourhood groups to publicise the 
consultation.   

How can I comment on the draft SPD?  

Website, email 
and post  

Comments can be provided through our consultation website. This is 
the preferred method for receiving representations; however, the 
Council will also accept representations by email or by post.   
  
Please see below for further details of how to submit your 
comments.   

  
Commenting on the draft Supplementary Planning Documents  
  

10. The Council is seeking your views on the draft SPD from 10 February to 24 March 2025.   
  

11. All comments must be received by 5pm on 24 March 2025.  
  

12. Comments should be made via the Council’s website at:   
https://www.rotherham.gov.uk/consultations   
  

13. This is the Council’s preferred method for receiving representations, as it helps to speed up 
the management of the process. A guide to registering with and using the consultation 
website is available with the consultation documentation.   

  
14. Alternatively, comments can be submitted by email, marked “SPD consultation”, to 

planning.policy@rotherham.gov.uk or in writing by submitting a consultation response form 
to:   

  
SPD consultation  
Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council   
Planning Policy   
Regeneration & Environment Services   
Riverside House   
Main Street   
ROTHERHAM S60 1AE  
  
A consultation response form is available on the consultation website or upon request from 
Planning Policy.  
  
Next steps  
  

15. Following this consultation period all duly made representations received will be taken into 
account in preparing the final SPD. An updated consultation statement will be prepared 
setting out the representations received, the Council’s response to representations, and any 
changes made to the SPD as a result.   

  
16. A report will then be taken to the Council’s Cabinet regarding adoption of the SPD to support 

Rotherham’s Local Plan. When making your comments, you can also let us know if you wish 
to be notified of the adoption of the SPD.   

  

https://www.rotherham.gov.uk/consultations
mailto:planning.policy@rotherham.gov.uk


 

 

17. Any queries should be addressed to the Planning Policy team using the contact details 
below:   

  
Phone:  01709 823869   

Email:  planning.policy@rotherham.gov.uk   

Web:  https://www.rotherham.gov.uk/local-plan   

Post:  Planning Policy   
Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council   
Planning, Regeneration and Transport   
Riverside House   
Main Street   
Rotherham S60 1AE   

  
  

mailto:planning.policy@rotherham.gov.uk
https://www.rotherham.gov.uk/local-plan
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