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This update will: 

• Cover progress on implementation of strategy

• The results of the on-line diagnosis pilot with 
Healios to be reported back.

• Highlight action being taken to address long 
waiting times for assessment/diagnosis and 
provision of post-diagnostic support

• Assurance that focus is on all ages



Vision

• Rotherham’s All Age Autism Strategy and 
Implementation Plan set out a vision for all 
autistic people living and working in 
Rotherham, to have the same opportunities 
as anyone else to live rewarding and fulfilling 
lives, whatever their age. 

• This vision is shared by all public, voluntary 
and independent organisations that have 
worked together to develop the strategy. 



Objective 1:  All Rotherham’s autistic 
children and young people are healthy 
and safe from harm: 

Autism pathway document was created (September 
2020) and this will ensure that children, Young 
people and their families understand options.

New sensory support offer for children and young 
people Rotherham is in place

Ongoing:

• 95% of All schools, colleges and GP’s / primary 
care staff to have autism awareness training (to 
be completed by December 2022)



Outcome 2: Rotherham’s autistic 
children and young people start school 
ready to learn for life.

Assure ourselves that the most vulnerable 
children are being seen and supported 
elsewhere in the system. 

Data Sharing Agreements are in place between the 
Council and Health partners to ensure that needs are 
being flagged. 

Ongoing:

Ensure that healthy Lifestyles for children and young 
people with autism are promoted  - this will be 
completed by June 2022



Outcome 3: Rotherham’s autistic children 
and young people are provided with the 
same opportunities to thrive going into 
adulthood
Update:

• Rotherham’s Preparing for Adulthood board is working to ensure 
that the needs of autistic young people are recognised and 
included. 

• Work has started looking at the opportunities assistive 
technology can bring to autistic young people in being 
independent. 

• TRFT and RDASH have reviewed their transition pathways 

• advanced planning and coordination of care occurs for autistic 
young people moving into adult social care is in place 

Ongoing:

A clear pathway is developed and is advertised through 
Rotherham’s Local Offer  (to be completed by December 2021)



Outcome 4: Autistic Adults living in 
Rotherham will get the right support 
when needed
• Review Of current adult diagnostic service, to include 

local and national indicators of volume and waiting 
lists – completed 

• New adult diagnostic pathway developed that 
demonstrates improvement to accessing specialist 
assessments with an investment of £300k .  This will 
ensure specialist assessments are available closer to 
home - this service has started (see Rotherham 
Adult Autism Diagnostic Service (RAADS) – RDaSH
NHS Foundation Trust) 

• Autism Alert Card is available across the South 
Yorkshire Police Force (see Autism Alert or Learning 
Disability Alert card - SYP (southyorks.police.uk)

https://www.rdash.nhs.uk/services/our-services/adult-mental-health-services/rotherham-adult-autism-diagnostic-service-raads/
https://www.southyorks.police.uk/sign-up/autism-alert-or-learning-disability-alert-card/


Outcome 5: Autistic Adults living in 
Rotherham will be better supported as 
they grow old.

• The needs of autistic adults are being considered in 
mental health forums for older people

• Contact has been made with Rotherham Age UK

Ongoing: 

Work on JSNA has been halted due to COVID-19.  This 
will help services to understand needs of autistic older 
people living in Rotherham. 



Pathway Re-design - CYP Element

The new pathway has been designed to achieve the vision that the 
needs of children who present with neuro-developmental difference 
are met, regardless of whether they have a diagnosis of autism

Elements of the new pathway are:

• Whole system training based on the licensed Autism Education 
Trust model (further exploration underway with ADHD 
Foundation)

• A structured and consistent resource pack to support SENCOs 
in schools

• A rolling programme of evidence-based training modules that 
parents can access to support for challenging issues (regardless 
of whether their child has a diagnosis)

• Peer support

• A multi-disciplinary team to consider all referrals





Digitally enabled pathway (CYP)

• The CCG initiated a pilot to add capacity for clinical 
diagnosis delivered by Healios

• Healios have worked with 120 families and this option 
has been well received by families

• The new pathway will continue to include the choice of 
accessing a digitally enabled pathway via Healios.



• A clear referral process created.  This has been 

communicated with stakeholders.

• Screening assessment – 90 minutes 

• ADOS (Adult Diagnostic Observation Schedule) 2

• Multi disciplinary process has been put in place. 

• Service is currently receiving 7 referrals a week

• Rotherham Parents Carers Service will commence in 

November 2020. 

Adult pathway components



Adult Pathway Components: 



Rotherham Adult Neurodiversity 
Support Service: 



Adult Waiting List

• There are 14 referrals being received a week.  
This is higher than expected. 

• NICE complainant 

• Additional capacity has been sought to 
increase choice – Helios and Sheffield 


